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Built-in	speakers	can	be	a	drag	for	most	smartphone	owners.	The	sound	from	those	devices	is	rarely	loud	enough,	and	many	times	the	audio	quality	is	just	as	low.	However,	there	are	many	different	methods	of	improving	your	phone’s	sound	level	and	quality,	including	headphone	volume	booster	apps	or	even	just	pairing	a	solid	set	of	headphones	with
your	device	instead	of	using	more	generic	ones.	Read:	Best	smartphones	for	audioIn	this	article,	we’ll	go	over	many	of	those	methods.	It’s	more	than	likely	that	at	least	one	of	these	ideas,	or	maybe	a	combination	of	several	of	them,	will	help	boost	your	smartphone’s	volume	and	audio	quality.	Always	check	your	volume	and	other	audio	phone	settings
firstYou	might	be	amazed	at	how	many	people	who	own	a	phone	don’t	go	into	their	settings	to	see	if	they	can	tap	a	slider	or	other	control	to	improve	the	audio.	This	simple	move	could	help	boost	the	volume.	Just	tap	on	the	Settings	app	on	your	phone	and	scroll	down	to	the	Sound	and	vibration	section.	Tapping	on	that	option	will	bring	up	more
options,	including	a	Volume	selection.	Then	you’ll	see	several	sliders	to	control	volume	for	many	aspects	of	your	phone.	The	media	slider	is	the	one	you	want	to	use	to	lower	or	increase	the	sound	from	audio	and	other	media	apps.Android	owners	can	also	check	out	some	extra	audio	adjustments	in	the	Sound	and	vibration	section	of	the	Settings.	Scroll
down	to	the	bottom	to	check	out	the	Sound	quality	and	effects	selection.	Tapping	on	that	will	bring	up	an	Android	equalizer,	with	several	sliders	that	you	can	use	to	help	improve	the	quality	of	your	phone’s	audio.Note:	Keep	in	mind	that	the	exact	path	to	these	settings	may	differ	depending	on	your	device.	Use	a	headphone	volume	booster	appSeveral
apps	are	available	in	the	Google	Play	Store	that	claim	to	boost	the	native	volume	of	your	smartphone.	Most	of	these	work	pretty	well.	Our	favorite	is	called	Super	Volume	Booster	from	developer	SoulApps	Studio.	It	will	increase	the	overall	volume	on	your	phone	by	as	much	as	200%.	Read	more:	Best	over-ear	headphonesAs	we	said,	there	are	many
volume	booster	apps	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	and	you	can	browse	through	them	right	now	to	see	if	you	can	find	one	that	will	work	on	your	phone.	Increasing	the	volume	of	your	phone’s	speakers	using	one	of	these	apps	can	potentially	damage	the	speaker’s	hardware	in	the	long	term,	so	you	might	want	to	try	another	method	or	use	one	of	these
booster	apps	in	small	doses.	Make	sure	your	speakers	have	as	little	dust	as	possibleMany,	if	not	most,	smartphone	owners	put	cases	around	their	device	to	protect	them.	However,	some	cases	might	likely	block	some	of	the	sounds	that	come	out	of	your	phone.	If	that’s	what’s	happening,	you	might	want	to	look	into	getting	a	new	case	that	has	a	big
enough	opening	for	your	phone’s	speaker.You	might	also	want	to	look	into	cleaning	the	speaker	grills	on	your	phone.	There	are	a	few	effective	ways	to	do	this,	such	as	using	compressed	air	to	blow	particles	and	other	items	out	of	the	grills.	An	even	cheaper	method	is	to	take	any	type	of	tape	and	stick	it	on	the	speaker	grills.	You	then	remove	the	tape
from	the	grill,	and	hopefully,	a	bunch	of	dust	and	particles	will	come	off	with	it.	You	can	also	use	a	paintbrush	to	dust	off	a	phone’s	speaker	grill.Finally,	if	you	use	headphones	to	listen	to	music	or	your	favorite	podcast,	you	might	want	to	consider	cleaning	out	the	headphone	jack	(unless	it’s	one	of	those	newer	phones	that	has	ditched	the	traditional
headphone	port).	This	is	pretty	simple	as	well.	Take	a	dry	Q-tip,	put	it	in	the	jack	very	gently,	and	then	remove	it	to	clean	it	out.	Try	better	audio	and	music	appsWhile	the	settings	in	Android	have	their	own	equalizer	settings,	as	we	have	shown	earlier,	there	are	also	many	other	apps	available	for	download	that	provide	more	advanced	settings	that
could	improve	the	audio	quality	of	your	phone	even	more.	Remember	that	these	third-party	equalizer	apps	may	or	may	not	work	with	your	specific	phone,	so	proceed	with	caution.	Some	of	our	top	choices	for	headphone	volume	booster	apps	include	Equalizer	FX	and	Music	Bass	booster.	Go	to	a	higher	quality	setting	on	your	music	streaming	appIf	you
use	a	music	streaming	service	like	Spotify,	Apple	Music,	YouTube	Music	Premium,	or	Amazon	Music	Unlimited,	you	might	not	be	getting	the	best	audio	experience	when	you	use	one	of	its	smartphone	apps.	That’s	because	many	of	them	default	to	the	lowest	quality	for	streaming	music.	That’s	usually	to	protect	users	with	limited	data	plans.However,	if
you	want	to	get	a	headphone	volume	booster	for	those	services,	go	into	the	settings	section	of	their	mobile	apps.	You	should	see	sections	dedicated	to	improving	music	quality	over	mobile	networks.	Change	those	settings	to	the	higher	quality	options	to	get	the	best	audio	experience.	You	can	also	download	songs	from	those	paid	services	at	the	highest
quality	to	listen	to	them	without	a	network	connection.	Find	the	best	headphonesChris	Thomas	/	Android	AuthorityThis	is	perhaps	the	simplest	way	to	get	your	phone’s	best	headphone	volume	boost.	It’s	also	perhaps	the	most	expensive.	Purchasing	high-quality	in-ear	or	over-ear	headphones	can	be	a	pricey	move,	but	it	may	be	worth	it	if	you	get	the
right	product.	There	are	quite	a	few	to	choose	from,	as	you	might	imagine.	Many	of	them	are	designed	specifically	to	cancel	out	noise	coming	from	outside	the	headphones,	so	you	can	be	assured	of	the	best	audio	experience.Connect	your	headphone	to	a	portable	DACConnecting	a	good	set	of	headphones	to	a	smartphone	may	not	be	enough	for	real
audiophiles.	Another	headphone	volume	booster	idea	is	to	purchase	an	external	portable	DAC	(Digital-to-Analogue	Converter).	They	are	not	cheap,	but	they	will	increase	both	the	volume	and	the	audio	quality	from	your	smartphone	to	your	headphones.	Some	of	them	will	even	connect	to	your	headphones	wirelessly.	Two	of	our	favorite	portable	DACs
are	the	Chord	Mojo	and	the	Creative	Sound	BlasterX	G5.	Connect	to	a	Bluetooth	or	smart	speakerAdam	Molina	/	Android	AuthorityAnother	way	to	increase	the	audio	volume	on	your	smartphone	is	to	connect	it	wirelessly	to	a	Bluetooth	or	smart	speaker.	This	might	be	preferable	for	some	people	who	don’t	want	to	use	headphones	or	earphones,
especially	at	home.	People	who	want	improved	audio	are	safe	in	using	a	Bluetooth	speaker.Our	sister	site,	Sound	Guys,	is	the	place	to	look	for	the	best	Bluetooth	speakers.	Do	you	want	a	cheap	Bluetooth	speaker	under	$50?	Maybe	you	want	the	best	one,	regardless	of	price?	If	you	want	to	add	some	extra	features,	getting	a	smart	speaker	like	an
Amazon	Echo	or	a	Google	Home	would	be	a	good	choice.There	are	plenty	of	options	for	someone	who	wants	to	boost	their	smartphone’s	audio,	and	the	odds	are	good	one	or	more	of	them	will	work	for	you.	Have	you	tried	any	of	these	ideas,	and	if	so,	which	ones	have	worked	for	you?	Have	you	used	any	other	method	to	boost	your	smartphone	volume
that	we	haven’t	mentioned	here?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments.	Read	next:	The	best	phones	with	a	headphone	jack	Pin	the	Volume	Booster	to	the	toolbarAfter	successfully	downloading	the	Volume	Booster,	you	need	to	pin	this	to	the	toolbar.	To	pin	this,	you	need	to	navigate	to	the	Extensions	icon.	Moreover,	you	will	get	the	icon	placed	at	the	top-right
corner	of	your	browser.	You	must	have	been	watching	the	pin	button	in	the	toolbar;	simply	click	on	it.	Hence,	here	you	will	get	your	Volume	Booster	pinned	to	the	toolbar.	There's	nothing	more	annoying	than	when	you're	talking	hands-free	and	your	phone	speaker	goes	mute.	If	the	speaker	is	not	working	on	your	Android	device,	there	are	a	dozen
troubleshooting	techniques	you	can	try	to	restore	the	volume.	Instructions	in	this	article	apply	broadly	to	all	smartphones	and	tablets	running	the	Android	OS.	Follow	these	steps	to	uncover	the	cause	of	the	problem:	Turn	on	the	speaker.	If	you	can’t	hear	anyone	on	the	other	end	during	a	call,	check	to	see	if	the	speaker	is	enabled.	If	it	is	activated,	the
speaker	icon	is	green	or	highlighted.	If	it's	not,	tap	the	speaker	icon	so	that	it	lights	up	to	enable	it.	You	can	hear	through	the	earpiece	even	if	the	speaker	is	disabled.	Turn	up	the	in-call	volume.	If	the	speaker	is	enabled,	the	volume	may	be	turned	down	too	low.	Press	the	volume	up	button	on	your	phone.	This	tends	to	be	on	the	left	side	of	most
phones.	Press	this	button	to	display	the	volume	level	indicator.	To	increase	the	volume,	press	the	button	or	slide	the	volume	indicator	to	the	right	until	you	hear	the	other	person	speaking.	The	only	way	to	test	and	set	the	in-call	volume	is	to	be	in	a	call.	Make	a	test	call	to	your	voicemail	to	experiment	with	the	in-call	settings.	Adjust	the	app	sound
settings.	Some	apps,	such	as	Facebook,	allow	you	to	mute	the	sound	separately	from	the	main	volume	control.	If	you	don't	hear	sound	in	one	particular	application,	check	the	app’s	sound	settings.	You	might	have	the	sound	muted	or	turned	down	low	in	the	app.	Check	the	media	volume.	If	you	still	don't	hear	anything,	verify	that	the	media	volume	isn’t
turned	down	or	off:	Navigate	to	Settings.Tap	Sounds	and	vibration.Tap	Volume.Move	the	Media	slider	to	the	right	to	increase	volume.	Alternatively,	press	the	volume	up	or	volume	down	buttons	on	your	device,	then	tap	the	down	arrow	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	screen	to	reveal	the	sound	mixer	settings.	Make	sure	Do	Not	Disturb	isn’t	enabled.
This	handy	feature	could	be	the	culprit	for	no	sound.	To	disable	this	setting,	navigate	to	Settings	and	turn	off	the	Do	not	disturb	toggle.	Android	6.0	(Marshmallow)	displays	the	following	options:	Total	silence,	Alarms	only,	and	Priority	only.	Make	sure	your	headphones	aren’t	plugged	in.	Most	Android	phones	automatically	disable	the	external	speaker
when	headphones	are	plugged	in.	This	could	also	be	the	case	if	your	headphones	aren’t	completely	seated	in	the	audio	jack.	Remove	your	phone	from	its	case.	Some	phone	holsters	or	cases	may	muffle	the	sound.	Remove	your	Android	phone	from	its	case,	then	test	the	sound.	You'll	notice	immediately	if	the	sound	improves.	Reboot	your	device.	A
reboot	often	clears	up	any	software	glitches	that	may	disable	the	sound.	Press	and	hold	the	power	button	until	you	see	a	set	of	options	on	the	screen.	Tap	Restart	to	reboot	your	phone.	Turn	off	your	device	and	turn	it	back	on.	If	rebooting	doesn't	do	the	trick,	your	phone	may	have	some	technical	issue	that	requires	you	to	turn	it	off	and	on.	Press	and
hold	the	power	button,	and	then	tap	Power	off.	Once	you	power	your	phone	back	on,	test	the	sound	with	an	app.	Reinsert	the	battery.	Not	all	phone	models	have	removable	batteries,	but	if	yours	does,	remove	and	reinsert	the	battery	to	completely	reset	the	phone	without	wiping	your	data.	Consult	the	cellphone	manufacturer’s	manual	or	website	for
details.	Clean	the	speaker.	Speakers	get	dirty	or	clogged,	so	a	bit	of	cleaning	could	make	sounds	clear	again.	Before	you	clean	the	speaker,	turn	off	the	phone	and	remove	the	battery.	Use	a	can	of	compressed	air	to	blow	quick	bursts	into	the	speaker.	You'll	see	some	lint	and	other	debris	after	blowing	it	out.	You	may	be	able	to	blow	through	the
speaker	without	opening	the	case.	Consult	your	phone’s	manual	or	a	smartphone	dealer	for	help	with	this	process.	Do	not	attempt	to	clean	the	speaker	if	you	aren’t	familiar	with	smartphone	hardware,	or	if	your	device	is	under	warranty.	Reset	all	settings.	Before	you	take	your	phone	back	to	the	store,	reset	the	phone	to	its	default	state.	When	you
reset	your	phone’s	settings	to	the	default,	any	app	or	software	setting	that	may	have	disabled	the	speaker	is	eliminated.	Check	your	device’s	manual.	If	the	above	tricks	don't	work,	consult	your	device's	documentation	or	the	manufacturer's	website	for	more	specific	guidance.	Still	having	trouble?	It	might	be	time	to	throw	down	some	dollars	for	a	new
Android.	We've	tested	a	lot	of	them;	take	a	look	at	our	recommendations	to	see	what	might	work	for	you	and	your	budget.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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